Create a

I ou love spending time (n
your backyard. But you
may feel a twinge of guilt
when you hear your indoor
cats' plaintift meowing at
the window while yvou're enjoying the
fresh air and sunshine.

Yol mmay yearn te set them free. Butopoo ke
that setting them loose comes with hazands — o
your cats and to wildiife,

Instead, create an enclosed made-jast-for-felines
garden For your cats to safely enjoy the great out-
dhons along with yom:

Elemenis of a successful caf garden ae smple oot

mv Mapces Passos Dugy mint plangs, cat-friendty tall grasses, o comfortable
bty o rock to pap on, places to hide and even an

wourdonr [itber b
But before you mun out sod buy flats of camip

plants, billowving grasses
I and soft grownd cover,

I Make a baautiful outdoor vou must first make
space for you and your stre that Your cit gar-
feline friends. den is escape-proof and

predator-prook,
Endose the Garden

There are many wavs you can create an enclosed
area for your cat's safery. Susan Gottlieb, a retied
nurse, gives ber foar cats the run of her property
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using a series of et nuss o the acre of land surrournd-
ing her Beverly Hills, Cabif,, horee, The runs end up ata
comipletely enclosed courtyard amd a second full encle-
sure o e moof ol her house,

“While Beverhy Hills is not ‘wild,” we o have great
frorned ovls, coppotes and Boboats e, says Gottlieh,
wio started et cat garden in 19580 Wi meeded 10 pro-
bect the cats faosm the wildiife and vice versa.”

Like Goetliely, wou cnn buikd a completely enclosed
pen For the cat garden, but yoa can zlso buy pre-made
cat fervoes and encless sections of the yand o an entine
yardl. These cal feroes, imade of the same mabemial as dee
fencing (polyprogylenel, are equipped with curved or
himged top overhangs that dscourage cxis fom climbing
ower the fence and keep predators from coming-in

This kind of fence has recenthy been wsed 1o enciose
the S0-plus Felines at the Hemingway Home and
Bdusenm in Key West, Fia

e entine qud-;l:.ap-:- is dedicsrbedd B fhe Cats, MGt
of which are disect descendents of the original [Erness)
Hemingway polydactyl cats,” says Mati Hough, vice
president of Lancaster, Penn.-based Purfect Fence,
which instalied the fencing that surrounds the 1-acre
histeric property,

Eatnip i a perennial faverite, and lamb's ear (fore-
ground) is s woft, fuzzy plant that cats love to by n.
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Cats iekisal

To create 2 cat ganden hosseves, vou don’t need s
el ose FOLIE entire varl, Ik.vu?.h says that many people
ot to enclose a patio arca tor their cafs or attach the
fence to another part of the homse and oeate anot-
dowii cat oo there

Plants to Include

Cince your Bave an ares safely enciosed, there ane lmit-
ks aptions for oreating & beauriful garden that both yon
amsd your cats will enpoy.

Monicy Milla of Arn Arbor, Mich., 3 master gardener
amd ganden coacks, created a 10boot by 20600k cat garden
for a nonprofit cat nescue operation’in néarby Lodi
"Ibwnﬂilp. hdich. To emnclose the area, she osed o G-foot-
high Back chain-Hnk fence using a meth attachment
from €2at Fenoe-1n, a benvoe company hased in Sporks, New,

Milks wanted to create a landscape that encouraged
cats o medl iy, mranch oo, hide in and sleep on the plant-
inps: Milla says that the cats koved the catmints, bug also
couldn’t stay away from the sepple plants.
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Left Cats approciats tha sppartunity to nap In the sanshing In ha salely of a fenced gorden. ight: In & protected
gawden, your indoor cat will have a chanee bo climb o roal tree.

They luwed g gt on soft plants” she savs, She
planted alyeam, cat thymse, creeplng thyme, lamb's car
and heather.

For munching, Milla grew babys breath and Dlue es-
e prass. Foo fast germination and easy growing she
saggests trying organic whest, cat and rye grosses. Other
plagts that will wark (and are safed in cat gardens
Ineciude rose, Bveswdler, comander, Duddieia, lovage, mse-
mary, wiolet, pansy and Begoain

Avoid Poisonous Plants

Pobomst cats are finicky eaters, but many will nikhle on
all kinds of plants. hake suse what yoa péant i your cal
marden Is not prisonoas, says A Richanison, DV, &
weterinarian bassd in Andover, BLL, who specializes in
pet safery and toxicology.

Sownie of the most dangsrons plants nelucde Lilies
{which can cause kidney falluce In cats): sago palms
(which can cause Hver failure): and azabea; rhododen-
dron, Wy of the valbey, anel boaglme fehicl o i
toxic b0 cats),

CGATCHAMMEL COM

Riclsardson also recommetsds steering clear of cheri-
el pesticides. The most dangsrous to cals, she ey,
mnclucde any systemic msectickdes, rat and mouse bedi
small and sheg bait (metaldehivde), mole and popher hait
arud fly badt (methomyl).

Ideaily, the garden should be accessed from tha
meloors b give the cats relief from the elerments and
free access to water, food and thetr Witerbox, says MNan g
Pebersion, cat programs manager for the Homane Sociey
of the Uinited States, based in Sashington, [L.C

“You showld also make sure vour &ty is protectsd
against fleas, ks and heartworms,” shie sues. "They may
reed diffenent vaccizations than & strictly ndoos cat”
She alsn recommends that cats who hiive a0cess toa cat
garcken wear safety colfans with visitde Identification,

Clements of Success

[y, don® doiget che miceties of @ cat ganden et
welll s oun ik — and you — wangt tohang ot in gt
Cals love marm spots, places 0 hide, places v perh
and cwen some cheap eotertainieent,
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1, Stomes for Lounging. Flat sbores and stooe walk-
ways provide doubde duty: They wamm up in the sun
when #s cool and are cooder than the sumcunding ale
whienn placed in e shade. Shady stone patios with moss
wetll proavide eoal, woft aseas 1o nag on hot sumomer doys
Whilla likes to add stepping stones, sidewalks or brick
r\}rhs tex divicle the ganden into areas. "It Jooks nice and
heips humans acosss the plants, and the cats like to
lownge on then,” she sayvs

2. Perching Spots. Lance Walhelm, an Exeter, Calkf -
hazed horticulturalist and co-author of the bock
“lLandscaping for Durmmies”™ (For Durmimies, 1999 and
“andening for Dummies” (For Dusnoies, 2003), savs
s bove perches to get a better view of the surmunding
lincise ape.

“This can e o8 samnpde as a split-rakl fence,” e says.
NMegw laes, Larpe mocks, srmall treds oo even Bserms danall
nillls) wan be created noa flat Bndscape fos cats v clinky

Polypropylens cat fences with overhanging tops
affectively heap cols in and prodabors out.

and keep an eye on things in the garden.

1. Hiding Spots, “Cats-don't like lawn — it's oo
exposed,” says Ann Amato-Bottitt, an avid gardener in
Portland, Cwe., who, along with her hsband, Pletro, has
created a cab goasden for their thaee cats, She inclsdes
benches and shrubs wheene ber cats can kide and sleep.
Soumee hormeoswners even use pre-made small doghoeses
for cars vo hole ugrin

4. Cheap Theills, Add flowers that arch and bounee
in e wind {such as bafw's breath) for the cat to play
with, You Gan even ey hanging toys from o branch of &
trer. Amatc-Buttitta alier keeps a small old bind cage tall
of live catnige plangs

“Thee cage prevents them from eating itall, and they
o b sl beside it,” she says,
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5. A PMlace to “Ga" For an outdoor *taturalized"”
Fisterbiox, dig a e the same siee as the plaste litedox
wonr will use Level the bottom of the hole, then put the
phastic latberion in the hobe and fill it with fine sand. To
nmaturalize, sumousnd the litestox with a sone bonder.
As with an imdoor feterbox, yoa will have to perlodl-
cally cleam i

6. Water. Make sure vour cat has access to fresh
waler; a Fountain can peovide this, bot avold standing
water {siech as poas®), which cin coblect mosquibo eggs.
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IF o pronvice water bowls, cliange the water daily

Once yoar hivve a sae, enclosed ganden with beautifiv
plants, pou can finally enpoy the great outdooss — wiin
your cat and without the goils, <@

Morzia Paceor Dufiy & o freskange wnler i Bass in Keee,
WUH, with ber husbond, teo childeen, theee Somese cms (Fi-
Ao, Phnehe moed S, omd @ Golder Retriever whn Bhinks sl L
aroet M & o by of the Gord Wiiters Association 1l
e wetmite ot wasthackposchpobisling.com



