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- By Marcia Passos Duffy
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Bringing family

Is it possible to bring people closer
together using technology, something that
some view as an interference into modern
day family life?

Recently, my family has discovered
several ways to use cable television, a high-
speed connection, and telephone to do
just that. For example, as | was writing this
article, | kept thinking back to when | first
put Google Earth on my desktop last year.
Google Earth (www.googleearth.com)
combines satellite imagery, maps, and the
Google search engine into an amazing 3-D
experience, which looks like you are flying
around the world. My son took one look at
what | was doing and quickly pulled up a
chair and said, “Let's go to the Grand
Canyon.” And, in the touch of a button, we
“flew” there and even gazed deep into the
recesses of the canyon. “Cool! | want to go
shopping in Paris!” said my daughter, who
dragged over a kitchen stool. We spent a
few hours traveling the virtual world, each
taking turns selecting a destination. We
laughed, learned, and had a great time
with each other.

Today more than half of the U.S.
households have a computer in the home;
most are hooked up to the Internet, many
with high-speed connections. Thousands

“We laughed, learned,
and had a great time
with each other.”







