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“I learned that not only did |
like to volunteer and raise
money, but that | loved
getting my friends and family
excited about giving too.”

The Best
Gifts Can’t
Be Wrapped:

A Passion for Giving

by Marcia Passos Duffy

hirteen years ago, New Hampshire native Meagan Corlin
T entered a tap dance competition in Florida that changed

her life forever. “During the competition, there was a
drive going on to give sweaters to the homeless,” says Meagan.

“It was kind of strange, I thought, because it was so hot down

there, and I thought, “Why do people even need sweaters here?””

When Meagan returned home from her trip and the frigid
New England winter approached, she couldn’t stop thinking
about how much homeless people in her northern home state
would need sweaters even more than people in Florida.

So, at the tender age of nine, Meagan held her very first charity
drive with her then five-year-old sister, Laura, which was the
beginning of something very special for the Corlin family and her
small hometown of Strafford, NH. Meagan not only collected
hundreds of sweaters for the needy in her community but
motivated her friends and family to do the same. “I learned that not
only did I like to volunteer and raise money, but that I loved getting
my friends and family excited about giving too,” said Meagan.

That impetus to volunteer and to empower youth to participate
in community service has been the core foundation of Meagan’s
non-profit organization, StarMight (www.starmightfoundation.org),
which she founded at the age of 18.

Connected Living

StarMight Empowers Youth
True to Meagan's goal to empower youth to volunteer, the StarMight
Foundation now hosts many other programs to encourage youth's

zeal for volunteering.

“Our mission is to help young people find their passions and use
them to make the world a better place,” says Meagan, who has won
numerous awards for her volunteerism.

StarMight's “Help Someone Live Better - Donate a Sweater” drive,
now in its 12th year, has helped children across the state collect and
donate 7,750 sweaters to New Hampshire families in need. Its New
Hampshire Muscular Dystrophy Talent Show has raised over $30,000
for the Jerry Lewis MDA Labor Day Telethon with the help of
hundreds of amateur performers ranging in age from 8 to 18.
Meagan'’s sister, Laura, who is now 18, has founded her own
StarMight program called “The Difference Music Makes,” which has
delivered over $32,500 in music CDs, personal CD players, and
financial contributions to the young patients at children’s hospitals
across the United States,

The latest project will come to fruition in November of 2006
with the first New Hampshire Conference on Youth Volunteerism,
which will host 250 youth participants ranging in age 12 10 18 from
around the state, Throughout the “Live Free and Volunteer” day,







